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had receiver] the necklace and was about to mention
some secret spot in the palace where some accomplice
had concealed it. This fear was groundless. In a
few minutes the Cardinal came hack; his written
defence no clearer, no more satisfactory than had been
his oral explanations. Then Louis XVI. said to him,
" Withdraw, sir."

The Cardinal at once left the King's room, and
re-entered the Gallery of the Mirrors. The courtiers
did not know what had happened, and imagined that
he was going to the chapel. He had acquired con-
trol over his face which betrayed 110 agitation. It is
easy to conceive the general emotion when suddenly
the Baron de Breteuil was seen to turn to an ensign
of the body-guard and heard to say, "Arrest the
Cardinal de Rohan." It was like a thunderbolt.

The prelate could not look forward without terror
to the fate that awaited him if the letters which he
had received from Madame de La Motte should fall
into the hands of justice. These letters were in
Paris, at ids palace, rue Vieille du Temple, in a little
red letter-case. At the very moment of the catas-
trophe he showed great presence of mind: The
young ensign who had been ordered to arrest him,
preserved a respectful attitude. The Cardinal, who
had just left the Gallery of the Mirrors, saw his ser-
vant at the door of the drawing-room of Hercules,
and he said to him a few words in German. Then
he asked the ensign for a lead-pencil. The officer at
once gave him one which he had in his pocket. The